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APPENDIX N – Alaska Court System Organization 
  

There are four levels of courts in the Alaska Court System.  They are listed below from lowest to 

highest level of court: 

 
    1. District Court 
    2. Superior Court 
    3. Court of Appeals 
    4. Supreme Court 
 
See the chart on A.51. 
 

 A trial court is a court in which an initial complaint, petition or other charging document is 

filed and a judgment or order is entered resolving the issues. 

 An appellate court reviews a judgment or order entered by a trial court, lower appellate 

court or administrative agency and determines whether it is correct. 

 The district court is only a trial court.  Its authority is generally limited to criminal 

misdemeanors, minor offenses and civil matters involving claims not exceeding $50,000 for district 

court judges and $5,000 for magistrates. AS 22.15.030 - .120. 

 The superior court is both a trial court and an appellate court.  As a trial court, it is a court of 

"general jurisdiction" which means that it has authority to hear all types of actions.  It is also an 

appellate court with jurisdiction in all matters appealed to it from the district court or an 

administrative agency.  AS 22.10.020.  Although the superior court has jurisdiction to review 

criminal matters from the district court, in practice most criminal appeals are handled by the court of 

appeals.  All domestic relations cases except domestic violence cases are within the jurisdiction of 

the superior court. 
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  The court of appeals is an appellate court only, with jurisdiction to review criminal 

and delinquency matters.  AS 22.07.020. 

 The supreme court is an appellate court only, with final appellate jurisdiction in all actions 
and proceedings.  AS 22.05.010. 
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