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APPENDIX BB – Appeals to the Supreme Court and Court of Appeals 
This section contains general information about the types of appeals to the Court of 
Appeals and Supreme Court, the court to which the appeals must be taken, and the 
requirements for filing these appeals.  See page G-4 for a chart showing the routes of 
appeal from the trial courts to the appellate courts. 
 

A. Types of Appeals and Court To Which Appeal Must Be Taken.  (See 
Appendix B for a discussion of what a "final" order or decision is.) 

 
1. COURT OF APPEALS.  The following appeals may be taken only 

to the court of appeals: 
 

a. Criminal Merit Appeal:  An appeal on the merits of a final 
criminal judgment from the superior court.  Appellate Rule 
204. 

 
b. 217 District Court Criminal Merit Appeal:  An appeal on the 

merits of a final criminal judgment from the district court.  
Appellate Rule 217. 

 
c. 215 Sentence Appeal:  An appeal of a sentence from either 

the district court or superior court.  Appellate Rule 215. 
 

d. 219 Juvenile Appeal:  An appeal from a final disposition 
order in juvenile delinquency proceedings under AS 
47.10.080(b) or from an order under AS 47.10.060(a) finding 
that a minor is not amenable to treatment as a minor.  
Appellate Rule 219. 

 
e. 216 Expedited Appeal:  An appeal from either a) a final order 

granting or denying extradition; or b) an order denying a 
defendant's motion for change of judge under Criminal Rule 
25(d).  Appellate Rule 216. 

 
f. 207 Bail Appeal:  An appeal relating to the release of a 

criminal defendant on bail prior to the entry of a final 
judgment.  appellate Rule 207. 

 
2. SUPREME COURT.  The following appeals may be taken only to 

the supreme court. 
 

a. Civil Merit:  An appeal from a final civil judgment entered by 
the superior court.  Appellate Rule 204. 

 
b. Administrative Appeal:  An appeal from a final decision 

entered by the superior court in an administrative appeal.  
Appellate Rule 204. 
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c. 218 Expedited Child Custody Appeal:  An appeal from a 
custody-related order as set out in Appellate Rule 218. 

 
B. Deadline for Filing Appeals 

 
1. A notice of appeal in the following types of appeals must be filed 

within 30 days from the date shown in the clerk's certificate of 
distribution on the final judgment or order.  Appellate Rule 204(a). 

 
a. Superior Court Criminal Merit Appeals (to the Court of 

Appeals) 
 

b. 215 Sentence Appeals (to the Court of Appeals) 
 

c. 207 Bail Appeals (to the Court of Appeals) 
 

d. Civil Merit Appeals (to the Supreme Court) 
 

e. Administrative Appeals (to the Supreme Court) 
 

2. A notice of appeal in the following types of appeals must be filed 
within 15 days from the date shown in the clerk's certificate of 
distribution on the final judgment or order. 

 
a. 217 District Court Criminal Merit Appeals (to the Court of 

Appeals) 
 

b. 219 Juvenile Appeals (to the Court of Appeals) 
 

c. 218 Expedited Child Custody Appeals (to the Supreme 
Court) 

 
3. A notice of appeal in the following expedited criminal appeals must 

be filed within 10 days from the date shown in the clerk's certificate 
of distribution on the order.  Appellate Rule 216. 

 
a. 216 Extradition Appeals (to the Court of Appeals) 

 
b. 216 Peremptory Challenge Appeals (to the Court of Appeals) 

 
NOTE:  Certain types of motions may extend the time for appeal.  Appellate Rule 
204(a)(3).  See Appendix C. 

 
4. The trial judge may not extend the time for filing an appeal to the 

Supreme Court or Court of Appeals. 
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Routes of Appeal 
 
An appeal is used to seek review by a higher court of a final judgment, order or decision 
and is a matter of right.  A petition for hearing is then used to seek review by a higher 
court of the final appeal decision and is discretionary with the court. 
 
    Appeal.  Court required to hear appeal. 
 
    Petition for Hearing.  Court may refuse to hear petition. 
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